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The theory of international relations at the dawn of the
twentieth-first century: dialogue, dissidence, approaches
Monica Salomón
The article considers three main trends in current theorizing on international relations.
The first is the dialogue that has been going on among neoliberal (or institutionalist) and
neorealist authors for the last decade over possibilities for international cooperation. The
second is the call for dissidence and/or restructuring of the discipline from “reflectivist” approaches:
critical theory, postmodernisms, and feminisms. The third is the attempt to achieve a synthesis
of the traditional and reflectivist approaches, an attempt made from both the standpoint of a
new constructivist theory as well as from a classical point of view of international society.
Kant and the Mediterranean: 
a new view of Euro-Mediterranean policy
Martin Jerch and Alejandro V. Lorca Corrons
The Mediterranean policy of the European Union (EU) is in crisis. Ever more experts
stress the importance of a interrelation of the three –economic, political and social– pillars
of the Barcelona Declaration. Thus far, these three baskets have always been treated separately.
This paper analyzes the relationship and causality among these three pillars and the strategy
the EU is pursuing toward the so-called Non-Community Mediterranean Countries (NCMC).
Based on a synthesis of the concepts of  “perpetual peace” from Kant and of the “security
community” from K. W. Deutsch, the author concludes that the introduction of democracy
in the NCMC is a key element for the future of the Euro-Mediterranean Association and,
therefore, that Community policy must give greater emphasis to the development of
democratic rules in the area to make it a project with a future. 
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The effect of the rise of petroleum in Azerbaijan:
diagnosis and policies
Aurèlia Mañé Estrada and Josep Lladós Masllorens
The Republic of Azerbaijan must face up to a double challenge: to go from being a
centrally planned economy to being a market economy and managing productively the
significant hydrocarbon resources found in the Caspian Sea. Some International Monetary
Fund experts feel that the most plausible hypothesis regarding the Azeri economy’s future
is that it will behave in a way similar to the OPEC countries.  Specifically, they argue that
Azerbaijan may suffer a contraction of manufacturing production as a result of the boom
in the hydrocarbons sector –the so-called “Dutch syndrome”– and that the phenomenon
may be aggravated by a undervaluation of the currency typical of economies in transition.
This study sets out to determine whether this diagnosis is accurate and whether the series
of political economics measures they propose for remedying the situation is appropriate
for putting the country on the path of balanced growth. In both cases the answer is no,
given that it appears unlikely that in the short term Dutch syndrome effects will be
generated in this economy and that the most probable result of the policies proposed
would be the creation of a petroleum enclave which, in the context of globalization, would
encourage a new “petro-dollarization” of international financial markets.
Kazakhstan: the leopard at the crossroads
Luis Francisco Martínez Montes
On December 16, 2001, Kazakhstan celebrated its ten years as an independent
state. This anniversary came at a particularly complex moment in the country’s history
with the Central Asian region immersed in a new and changing situation created in the
wake of recent events in Afghanistan. Just as it was in the late nineteenth century, the
heart of Eurasia is now again becoming the object of open competition among the great
powers, and many analysts have revived the term “the Great Game” to refer to the
diplomatic maneuvers under way, whose ultimate goal is control of the area’s vast natural
resources and its coveted geopolitical position. In this context, despite the growing
challenges and the difficulties experienced over the last ten years, common in large
measure to the entire post-Soviet space, Kazakhstan has managed to consolidate itself
as one of the main players on the Central Asian game board thanks to its significant
hydrocarbon resources and a sophisticated policy of balancing among its powerful neighbors.
Contributing to a wider knowledge of Central Asia and specifically of Kazakhstan is
the article’s main purpose. 
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The UN Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo
(UNMIK)
Alfonso J. Iglesias Velasco
The current situation in the Province of Kosovo in the Republic of Serbia within
the Yugoslav State became unsustainable in the late 1990´s as a result of the repressive
policies of the Serbian authorities toward the Kosovar Albanians. International efforts to
find a peaceful solution to the conflict were unsuccessful, in large measure on account of
Serbian intransigence, and the intensification of the conflict with tragic consequences for
the Kosovar civilian population led the Atlantic Alliance in the spring of 1999 to a carry
out a military intervention of, to say the least, dubious legality under international law,
which in turn forced Serbian leaders to bow to the application of the solution worked
out by the international community in the Rambouillet Accords and set down in UN
Security Council Resolution 1244 (1999) of June 10, 1999. This resolution provided for
two international entities in the province, one a security force (KFOR) and the other
civilian, the UN Interim Administration Mission (UNMIK). This paper analyzes the
mission’s mandate and structure as well as the evolution of the peace process.
The outlook for Southern Africa in light of the new
framework of trade relations with the European Union
Eduardo Bidaurrazaga Aurre
In the context of so-called globalization, we find ourselves in a process of liberalization
of the goods and services market resulting from various regional integration projects as
well as the process of multilateral liberalization managed within the GATT-WTO framework.
This process has coincided with the recent expiration of the accords regulating, among
other things, the trade relations of the African, Caribbean, Pacific countries with the
European Union as part of the latter’s cooperation for development policy established in
line with the Lomé Accords. The countries of Southern Africa have experienced this
process of revitalization in a particularly intense manner since the end of the apartheid
era and the South Africa’s subsequent repositioning in the regional and international
context. South Africa’s participation in a number of the regional groups that coexist on
the subcontinent (principally, the SACU and the SADC), its signing of the free trade
treaty with the EU, and the recent Cotonou Agreement on the basis of respect for the
GATT-WTO rules mean reconfigure not just the trade relations of the region’s economies
among themselves but also those with the former colonial powers and raise a series of
unknowns for their future as they move down the road toward development.
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Democratic consolidation in sub-Saharan Africa
Ángel Pérez González
The contributions made by theory on democratic consolidation in Eastern Europe are
also pertinent to analysis of processes of democratization and democratic consolidation in
other areas, such as sub-Saharan Africa. The parameters of analysis highlight the importance
of a strong state (organized, with legitimated institutions) and a structured society (whether
multiethnic or not) as necessary conditions for democratization. On the assumption that the
colonizing powers basically used two models –the French assimilationist model and the British
indirect government model– the study of how these conditions were fulfilled in various sub-
Saharan states leads to two conclusions: the first, the possibility of a process of democratization
in those states where European (French) colonization produced a total assimilation of the
colonized society, including above all the colonizer’s political values; and the second, the
possibility of processes of democratization in states produced by British colonization where
the indigenous structures and those of the metropolis were superimposed, a phenomenon
which allowed the application of democratic values by legitimated local institutions. 
Forum 2004: an example of cooperation? 
(The framework agreement for the Universal Forum 
of Cultures-Barcelona 2004)
Susana Beltrán García 
April 2004 will see the inauguration in Barcelona of Forum 2004, which will involve
activities related to three great themes: conditions for peace, development of the sustainable
city and cultural diversity. Originality has marked the event since the outset in that its
creation came out of a very special agreement reached by UNESCO and the Consortium
2004, made up of the Spanish government, the regional government of Catalonia and
the City of Barcelona. Incorporating entities from outside the central government into
an agreement made with an international organization, even while under a consortium
formula, is not all that usual. This has raised certain doubts about the accord’s value but
also shows that it is possible to find formulas for collaboration among three levels of
authority in an area, international relations, traditionally exclusively reserved for central
government. The search for models of cooperation (or the refusal to find them) between
the Spanish state and non-central bodies in dealing with matters that transcend national
borders is a topical issue, and the framework agreement with UNESCO is one example
among others. The issue, then, is analyzing whether this pact represents a real basis for
collaboration among various entities and thus helps further the Forum’s objectives. 
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